
O v e r v i e w

At the Rocky Flats Environmental T echnology Site, Special

Nuclear Material (SNM) consists primarily of plutonium and

enriched uranium.  Due to national security issues -- such as

nuclear proliferation -- and potential health and safety concerns,

SNM must be safeguarded against theft, loss, or misuse.

Rocky Flats was left with several tons of plutonium when produc-

tion operations officially ended in the early 1990s.  As part of its

accelerated cleanup and closure mission, Rocky Flats has been

removing SNM to other Department of Energy receiver sites.

Until the removal of all SNM is complete, the protection of this

material will remain a critical mission of Rocky Flats.  

So critical is this mission that the Rocky Flats security force is

authorized to use deadly force to protect SNM.  A v isi tor t o

Rocky Flats would see fences and razor ribbon wire, armed secu-

rity guards, and guard towers, but the protection of SNM goes far

beyond these obvious measures.

A d e q u a c y  o f  C o n t r o l s

Rocky Flats has safeguards and security systems, a security force,

and an approved site Safeguards and Security Plan to help ensure

that no material is at an unacceptable risk.

Oversight agencies have consistently concluded that there is no

evidence that SNM has ever been removed from Rocky Flats

without authorization.

In addition, no evidence indicates there has ever been any attempt

(successful or otherwise) to steal SNM from Rocky Flats.  In fact,

reviews by the Of fice of Security, Inspections and Evaluations

have consistently concluded that, based on security programs in

place, SNM at Rocky Flats is not at risk.  That also was the con-

clusion of a 1998 independent security review organized by for-

mer Colorado Congressman David Skaggs.

S e c u r i t y  F o r c e

Rocky Flats has one of the lar gest security forces in the State of

Colorado with more than 200 security police off icers.  These

highly trained of ficers are armed and are authorized to use deadly

force in protecting Special Nuclear Material.
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P h y s i c a l  I n v e n t o r i e s

Under Department of Ener gy Order 5633.3B, Control and

Accountability of Nuclear Materials, Rocky Flats is required to

perform physical inventories of SNM.  Physical

inventories are designed to ensure that SNM is

properly accounted for and in agreement with

site inventory records.

I n t e r n a l  C o n t r o l s

In addition, the site has numerous internal con -

trols in place (both administrative and physical)

to ensure that SNM is properly safeguarded.  Internal controls

include the following:

-- Both Nuclear Material Control and Operations personnel must

be present whenever a SNM vault (or vault-type room) is

opened.

-- All movement of SNM must be approved in writing by the

Safeguards Or ganization.

-- All materials entering or leaving a vault are witnessed by repre -

sentatives of both Nuclear Material Control and Operations.

-- In addition, two knowledgeable, Q-cleared personnel who are

part of the Personnel Security Assurance Program are stationed

inside the vault observing all activities.

-- If SNM is being processed outside a vault, proper material sur -

veillance measures are implemented and an

enhanced security posture is established until the

material is returned to the vault.

-- All Nuclear Material Control, Operations

material handlers, and security personnel are

part of the Personnel Security Assurance

Program.

-- Access to vaults is strictly controlled and the two-person rule is

always in ef fect for all material handling operations.

-- Tamper -Indicating Devices (TIDs) are placed on all material

containers

stored within

vaul ts.

For further information about Rocky Flats
Contact DOE Communication at (303) 966-5993, or Kaiser-Hill Communication at (303) 966-2882, or toll free at (800) 269-0157

(press *82882# when you hear the automated attendant)

Also, additional information about Rocky Flats is available on the internet at: http://www.rfets.gov
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